	For time immemorial, people of different cultures have celebrated the coming of spring and the break of a new day in relevant and meaningful ways. In England, Morris sides, May Queens and Maypole dancers greet the first spring dawn. In Caribbean carnival tradition, the Jouvay parade (from the French jour overt – day opens) is performed at dawn and is derived from the African culture of former slaves. 

May Day Jouvay brings together partners from around the Solent to create a new vast outdoor theatre to celebrate the dawn of a new age. Taking inspiration from diverse folk arts and ritual performance we shall reinvent our experience of time and space, bringing together people and places to create a totally immersive experience that demands participation. Plans for engagement activities in selected Solent sites are already in place for Sunday 1ST May 2011. 2011 offers a development year to extend partnerships, share knowledge and areas of expertise and access additional Solent sites e.g. The Palmerston Sea Forts.

For 2012 the partners aspire to a joined-up spectacle of unprecedented scale, using land, sea and sky in the Solent as our canvas.  At the break of dawn on May Day 2012 we visualise beacons on the beaches, fanfares on the forts, samba on the streets, choirs on the quayside, poems on the piers, massed maritime Morris, processions and installations and specially devised new rituals. The sea will come alive with booming sound waves, rippling colour reflections, sequined sailor bands, hand painted sails and illuminated floats, the dawn sky ablaze with magical lightbeams and animated projections.  Everyone living or working around the Solent will be touched by the event.

We want to work with international designers, producers and scenographers - the likes of Cirque de Soleil’s Guy Laliberte, fashion designer Hussein Chalayan, Turin Winter Olympic Ceremonies scenographer Umberto Cinquini and the Lion King’s Julie Taymor – mixing the best quality, top-of-their-field professionals with local artists and communities. Talks are already taking place with the Minister for Youth and Culture, Bahamas, to partner musicians, dancers and makers from the festival of Junkanoo (traditionally held from midnight till daybreak) to the project. 

May Day Jouvay will create its own unique narrative and visual aesthetic making this an awe-inspiring, multifaceted spectacle. It will reposition English folk arts for the 21st century in a compelling, inclusive and relevant way, showing the world yet again the imagination, creativity and resourcefulness of the British people. 


